University of Southern Denmark (SDU)

At the University of Southern Denmark we met the international coordinator Annette, who follows the incoming students, the responsible of outgoing Danish students and 3 students.
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This university has seven campuses: 6 in different cities of the southern area of Denmark (Esbjerg, Kolding, Odense, Slagelse, Copenhagen and Søridenborg) and one in Flensborg (Germany). It was founded in 1998 and it is one of the most important universities in this country. The campus in Esbjerg is the littlest one and there are about one thousand students. In Copenhagen there are researchers and offices. In Odense there is the biggest campus. The total amount of all the students of SDU in the 7 cities is about 20 thousands.
In this university you take your Bachelor after three years in any course and after other two years you can get your Master. Some students who want to work in the university or be researchers study three years more and take the PhD. Every Master course is in English
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The University of Southern Denmark is divided in different faculties and not every campus has a particular faculty.

There is the faculty of Health Science where they study medicine and similar subjects.

In the science faculty they study scientific subjects like chemistry, physics, natural science...

In the Engineering faculty they have many courses like Robotic.

In the faculty of Social Sciences they teach Business and Economy, and in Humanities there is the course of Tourism.  
The faculties of social sciences and humanities are in every campus but in the one in Copenhagen.
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As we can see from these percentages most of the students come from Denmark and only the 4% arrives from the other European Nordic Countries. We can also notice that 808 students (4%) come from countries outside Europe.
[image: image5.jpg]sanderbors’ slage!s*
gsblers. | plensbu® |

; Kolding

Fumvensiry




 Every Bachelor course is in Danish, so you must speak it. Then you can study in a full-degree programme: they are all in English and after two years you take your Master.

The Sociology course was added last year. During the Maritime Archaeology you spend much time diving in the ocean.
The 25% of students of the campus in Esbjerg are not Danish and a quarter of the 130 employs in this campus is foreign as well. [image: image2.jpg]R
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The SDU is very involved in cultural exchanges with different countries both in Europe and outside Europe like Australia, USA, South Korea… The first group of foreign students came in 1991 to study Economy. German students can also study at home and come here only to take a double degree after the exam. Another important possibility is the triple degree: you study one semester here, one in Slovenia (University of Ljubljana) and one in Spain (Universitat de Girona) and afterthat you have three degrees. Unluckily there are only 33 places in this programme even if many students apply for it, it is free and you are paid because you live abroad even if you are not European. Only during spring 2011 this university participated to 60 exchanges with 16 different countries, 110 exchanges last semester and 70 full-degree programmes.
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Then we met two Italian students studying Environment and Resource Management: Nicola and Claudio. They told us about their personal experience in Italian universities and in Danish one, the difference about the mentality of people in these two countries and above all the different idea of attending university.
Nicola is from Verona, studied Political Science in Bologna and has studied here for ten months. He said that Denmark is a very beautiful country with very beautiful landscapes. He also underlined that here everyone can speak English and that after a little while people are very friendly and helpful as well as open-minded. He explained that in Italy only 37% people think that attending university is really useful to get more easily a job. In Denmark almost 90% people believe that taking a degree is the best way to get a job. In addiction he told that they visited many companies for free where some employs explained them many practical things about management.
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Claudio is from Matera and studies Environment and Resource Management with Nicola. He said: “Denmark is the best place where to study this subject”. He studied one year in Norway and two years in Switzerland before coming here. Claudio told that living in another country opens your mind and makes you become more tolerant. Then he explained that here everything is easier both for students and for professors because there are 15-20 people per class, so teachers can have a good relation with students too. Also the way of studying is very different because in Denmark you study more, but you don’t have to read a huge number of books: you must work at some projects with other students and for your exam you have to prepare an individual project and explain it as well. In Danish schools you learn what is really important for your job, you don’t have to know a formula by heart but you must know how to use it: they are schools that prepare you for your future job. In addiction in Denmark there are no fees for European students.
At last we met a Danish student who stayed in Vienna for four months. She thinks that studying abroad is a very good experience because you know people from other countries, new traditions and habits. Now she is very proud to know almost one person from many countries and to keep in touch with them. She told that studying Economy in English is very difficult because there are a lot of new technical words, but every time you go abroad you learn new expressions and new words. She explained that in many places houses are very expensive, so some students decide to live together; she lived with some fellow tenants who rent her a room. Everyone studies a different subject (Law, Political Sciences, Biology…) and everyone has a different character. Also professors come form many countries and, even if in each class there are 60 people, every student participates and answers at the questions. They work together and prepare some group projects too. She ended saying: “I had a wonderful experience and when I came back home I saw everything in a different way and I started doing anything in a new way”.

Marco Bona Martina Lazzari Valentino Marano
Cremona, 06.06.2011








